
51It’s the Law!

Aquatic Nuisance Species�
Introducing harmful, non-native organisms into New 
Hampshire’s waters can lead to environmental damage and 
declines in the aesthetic and recreational appeal of our lakes, 
ponds, and rivers. As of Spring 2003, the law prohibits the 
transport and introduction of exotic aquatic plants in New 
Hampshire!

Variable Milfoil is a non-native 
plant that has taken over 
many bodies of water in New 
Hampshire. It interferes with 
boating, fishing, swimming, and 
the ecology of the body of water. 
The plant is spread easily when boat propellers, fishing line, 
or other recreational gear cuts off pieces of the plant. These 
pieces then can travel to new parts of the body of water to 
root; or they can be trapped on boats and trailers, diving 
gear, and fishing equipment and moved to a new body of 
water. A single fragment of this plant can cause a new infes-
tation. There are also other aquatic plants that can be as 
problematic, including hydrilla, Brazilian elodea, fanwort, 
Eurasian milfoil, and water chestnut.

Zebra Mussels are about the size of a human 
fingernail, or a pistachio nut, but cause 
hundreds of millions of dollars in damage 

across the U.S. They pose a serious threat to water supplies, 
industrial processing plants, marine engines, and recreation. 
Zebra mussels clog water intake pipes and can give bad odors 
to bodies of water. Their sharp shells also can cut the feet of 
swimmers.
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Here’s what you can do to prevent the spread of aquatic 
nuisance species:

Inspect your boat and trailer, removing all aquatic ✓✓
organisms (zebra mussels and any aquatic plants).
Drain your motor, live well, and bilge on land before ✓✓
leaving the body of water.
Empty bait buckets on land before leaving a body of water.✓✓

Never release live bait into a body of water or release ✓✓
aquatic animals from one body of water into another.
Rinse your boat, propeller, trailer, live well, and ✓✓
equipment; and hand-remove anything trapped between 
the boat and trailer.
Air dry your boat and equipment for as long as possible—✓✓
five days is optimal.
Flush the engine’s cooling system with hot water.✓✓

Apply antifouling materials such as paint and films to boat ✓✓
hulls, trim tabs, water ports, transducers, and swimming 
platforms to discourage zebra mussel attachment.
Avoid boating through dense beds of aquatic plants.✓✓

Report any new suspicious plant growths to the NH DES ✓✓
at 603-271-2248.

What is New Hampshire doing to combat exotic aquatic plants?
The Lake Host Program was developed to prevent new infes-
tations of exotic aquatic plants in New Hampshire’s lakes 
and ponds. Volunteers conduct quick and friendly inspec-
tions of your boat, trailer, and other recreational gear for 
exotic plants that may have become attached.

Weed Watchers is another program made up of volunteers 
who patrol lakes and ponds monthly to inspect the water 
for new or suspicious growths of plants. Weed Watchers 
strive to detect these new growths before the plants become 
a problem. 
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For more information about exotic species or to become a 
Weed Watcher, call the NH DES at 603-271-2248 or visit 
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wmb/exoticspecies/index.htm

Commonly Confused Look-Alike Aquatic Plants
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1.	 Lake Winnipesaukee  
(Several Areas)

2.	 Lees Pond, Moultonboro
3.	 Lake Ossipee, Freedom
4.	 Lake Waukewan, Meredith
5.	 Opecheee Bay, Laconia
6.	 Lake Winnisquam, Belmont/

Meredith
7.	 Silver Lake, Tilton
8.	 Crescent Lake, Wolfeboro
9.	 Lake Wentworth, Wolfeboro
10.	 Lake Mascoma, Enfield
11.	 Sunrise Lake, Middleton
12.	 Locke Lake, Barnstead
13.	 Lower Suncook Lake, Barnstead
14.	 St. Paul’s School Pond, Concord
15.	 Little Turkey Pond, Concord
16.	 Big Turkey Pond, Concord
17.	 Bixby Pond, Epsom
18. 	Northwood Lake, Northwood
19.	 Lake Massabesic, Auburn
20. 	Phillips Pond, Sandown
21.	 Big Island Pond, Derry
22.	 Arlington Mill Reservoir, North 

Salem
23.	 Cobbetts Pond, Windham
24.	 Captain Pond, Salem
25.	 Flints Pond, Hollis
26.	 Cheshire Pond, Jaffrey
27.	 Contoocook Lake, Jaffrey
28.	 Pearly Pond, Rindge
29.	 Forest Lake, Winchester
30.	 Connecticut River, Charlestown
31.	 Lake Massasecum, Bradford
32.	 Lake Monomonac, Rindge
33.	 Hopkinton Lake, Hopkinton
34.	 Nashua River, Nashua

35.	 Powder Mill Pond, Hancock
36.	 Ashuelot River, Winchester
37.	 Little Suncook River, Epsom/

Northwood
38.	 Mine Falls Pond, Nashua
39.	 Winnipesaukee River, Tilton
40.	 Cocheco River, Rochester
41.	 Robinson Pond, Hudson
42. 	Squam River, Ashland
43.	 Little Squam Lake, Holderness/

Ashland
44.	 Horseshoe Pond, Merrimack
45.	 Gorham Pond, Dunbarton
46.	 Belleau Lake, Wakefield
47.	 Danforth Pond, Freedom
48.	 Rock Pond, Gilmanton
49.	 Dublin Lake, Dublin
50.	 Lake Sunapee, Sunapee
51.	 Nutts Pond, Manchester
52.	 Contoocook River, Jaffrey
53.	 Turtle Pond, Concord
54.	 Balch Lake, Wakefield
55.	 Brindle Pond, Barnstead
56.	 Potanipo Lake, Brookline
57.	 Melendy Pond, Brookline
58.	 Jones Pond Dam, New Durham

Infested Bodies of Water in New Hampshire
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Variable Milfoil
Eurasian Milfoil
Fanwort
Water Chesnut
Brazilian Elodea
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New Hampshire Public Access Sites�
All information provided on the next four pages is accurate 
to the best of our knowledge at the time of printing. Please 
report any discrepancies to the New Hampshire Department 
of Fish & Game at 603-271-2224.

All sites are operated by a state agency except those ◆◆

denoted with an asterisk (*), which are operated by a 
municipality or private operator.
Certain activities such as fishing, swimming, using ◆◆

motors, water-skiing, and using “ski craft” may be 
prohibited or regulated. Additional regulations may apply 
to operating watercraft on these bodies of water. Abide by 
all posted restrictions.
Where the handicapped accessibility is rated with a letter, ◆◆

the following rating system is applied.
A – Accessible: •	 This site meets with ADA standards 
and is usable without assistance by all but the most 
severely disabled.
B – Partially Accessible:•	  This site is partially accessible 
and harbors an ADA–approved recreational amenity 
for the disabled; however, the entire site may not meet 
ADA standards.
C – Usable:•	  This site presents a greater challenge for 
people with disabilities. A disabled user may require 
assistance when using this area.
D – Difficult:•	  This site does not meet ADA standards; 
people with disabilities will require assistance when 
using this area.
** – Other restrictions•	

To obtain the current fishing regulations, call the ◆◆

NH Fish & Game Department at 603-271-3422. 
For NH boating and fishing public access maps, call 
603‑271‑2224 or visit www.wildlife.state.nh.us.
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Vessel Pump-Outs and Dump Stations�

Inland Stations
Lake Winnipesaukee
Lakeport Landing - Laconia
Paugus Bay Marina - Laconia
Irwin Marine - Laconia
Channel Marine - Laconia
Weirs Beach/Anchor Marine - Weirs Beach
Meredith Bay Marina - Meredith
Meredith Town Docks - Meredith
Shep Brown’s Boat Basin - Meredith
Goodhue & Hawkins Navy Yard - Wolfeboro
Wolfeboro Corinthian Yacht Club - Wolfeboro
Robert’s Cove Marina - Alton
West Alton Marina - West Alton
Fay’s Boat Yard - Gilford
Mountainview Yacht Club - Gilford
Silver Sands Marina - Gilford
Private Pump-Out Stations (members only)
Gilford Yacht Club - Gilford
Glendale Yacht Club - Gilford
Southdown Boat Club - Laconia
Spinnaker Cove Yacht Club - Laconia
Quayside Yacht Club - Moultonborough
Lake Winnisquam
Winnisquam Marine - Belmont
Lake Sunapee
Dump Station
Sunapee Harbor - Sunapee

Coastal Stations
Rye Harbor Marina - Rye
Hampton River Marina - Hampton
Great Bay Marina - Newington
Wentworth By the Sea - Newcastle
George’s Marina - Dover
Little Bay Marina - Dover
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Overnight Anchoring & Mooring Permits�

Overnight Anchoring
It is against the law to anchor your boat overnight on any ◆◆

inland surface waters of the State of New Hampshire. 
Overnight is defined as “the period of time between the 
termination of daylight in the evening to the earliest 
dawn of the next morning.”
A houseboat defined as “ship, boat, raft, float, catamaran, ◆◆

or marine craft of any description which has sleeping and 
toilet facilities, regardless of whether such facilities are of 
a permanent or temporary nature.” Occupied or unoc-
cupied houseboats may be beached or grounded, or tied 
to the shore of any of the inland surface waters of the 
state for an overnight period, or any part of an overnight 
period, only when on or at a location owned, leased, or 
permitted by the owner. Also, the owner, lessee, or person 
with permission of the owner must give written notice 
of this fact promptly 
to the New Hampshire 
Department of 
Environmental Services.

Mooring Permits
Some New Hampshire 
waters require a shorefront 
property owner to obtain a mooring permit before placing a 
mooring in the waters. 

Mooring permits are required on Bow Lake, Newfound ◆◆

Lake, Ossipee Lake, Squam Lake, Sunapee Lake, Lake 
Winnipesaukee, and Winnisquam Lake.
For more information, or to request a permit application, ◆◆

call the Mooring Program at 603-267-6453.
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Rafting in New Hampshire�
Raft is defined as “any group of two or more boats which 
are stationary upon the waters of a lake or pond and which 
are congregated together, whether anchored, secured to one 
another, or adrift, provided that at least one of the boats in the 
group is occupied.” Rafting is “forming or being a member of 
a raft.”

There are designated locations where, and times during ◆◆

which, the size of rafts is limited and a minimum distance 
is required between boats and rafts. 
Currently, there are rafting restrictions in certain locations ◆◆

on Lake Winnipesaukee, Lake Sunapee, and Ossipee Lake.
No one in a prohibited location or at a prohibited time ◆◆

may:
Form or allow a boat, which you are operating or in •	
charge of, to join a raft consisting of three or more boats.
Form or allow a boat, which you are operating or in •	
charge of, to join a raft if any part of such raft is less than 
50 feet from any other raft or less than 50 feet from any 
occupied single boat that is stationary on the waters of 
the same lake or pond.
Anchor a single boat and cause it to remain stationary on •	
the waters of a lake or pond, other than momentarily, if 
any part of such boat is less than 50 feet away from any 
raft or less than 25 feet away from any other single boat 
which is stationary on the waters of such lake or pond.

Exceptions to the rafting restrictions are:◆◆

Boats anchored or moored at marinas, yacht clubs, or •	
private docks with the owner’s permission
Boats involved in or attending a fireworks display, marine •	
events, or other designated public events
Boats on any body of water of less than 400 acres or on •	
any estuary or tidal waters of the state

Check with ◆◆ New Hampshire Marine Patrol at 603‑293‑2037 
if you would like more information about rafting restric-
tions or information on other exemptions.
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* 	Vessel less than 13 feet in length that is capable of exceeding 20 miles per hour 
and has the capacity to carry no more than an operator and one other person.

1.	Applicable to vessels powered by more than 25 horsepower. See page 26 for 
more information.

2.	The operator of a “ski craft” must wear a PFD (life jacket) at all times. Children 
12 years of age and younger must wear a life jacket at all times while underway 
on a vessel, unless the vessel is completely enclosed by railings at least three feet 
high. See page 28.

3.	Required on inboard engines and inboard/outboard engines.
4.	Required when boating on federally controlled waters.
5.	Certain items are not applicable to “ski craft” because they are not allowed to 

operate between sunset and sunrise.
6.	Requires only an all-round white light.

Required 
 Equipment Checklist

Safe Boater Education 
Certificate On Board

Certificate of Registration On Board

Validation Decals Displayed 

PFDs: Type I, II, III, or V

PFD: Type IV 

Type B-I Fire Extinguisher

Ignition Safety Switch

Backfire Flame Arrestor

Ventilation System

Muffler

Horn, Whistle, or Bell

Daytime Visual Distress Signals 

Nighttime Visual Distress Signals 

Navigation Lights 

	✓1	 	 ✓1	 ✓1

	✓	 	 ✓	 ✓

	✓	 	 ✓	 ✓

	✓2	 ✓2	 ✓2	 ✓2

		 	 	 ✓

	✓	 	 ✓	 ✓

	✓

	✓	 	 ✓3	 ✓3

	✓	 	 ✓	 ✓

	✓	 	 ✓	 ✓

	✓	 	 ✓	 ✓

		 	 	 ✓4

	5	 	 ✓4	 ✓4

	5	 ✓6	 ✓	 ✓

white boat >

	 Ski Craft*	 Canoe,	 Vessel 	 Vessel 
		  Kayak,  or 	 Under	 16 Ft. or  
		  Rowboat	  16 Ft.	 Longer
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department of safety 
Marine patrol

Headquarters 	 31 Dock Road 
		  Gilford, NH 03249

Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             603-293-2037
Toll Free . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               1-877-642-9700
Website  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               www.nhmarinepatrol.com

OTHer USEFUl Contacts

Emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             911
Safe Boating  Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  603-267-7256   Monday - Friday

		  1-888-254-2125
		  www.nhboatingeducation.com

Mooring Permits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        603-267-6453  Monday - Friday

Boat Registration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       603-271-2333  Monday - Friday

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                www.cgaux.org

U.S. Power Squadrons  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   1-888-367-8777
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